Comrades,

Year after year this Conference of the people
of the Indian States has met in session and discussed
the problems of the States* Year after year it has
raised its voice in condemnation of the autocracy and
misrule, the corruption and the degradation that has
prevailed in many of these States. The labours of
this Conference, and far more so of the National
Congress, have borne fruit and today there is a mighty
awakening among the people of the States. When,
in after years, the history of India comes to be written,
the year 1938 will stand out as the year of this awaken-
ing. The historian of that distant future will not
wonder at this awakening; but he will marvel that
the millions who inhabit the Indian States submitted
for generations to intolerable and appalling condi-
tions, and that a system of government which had
long vanished in other parts of the world still con-
tinued in India.

The year 1938 has become history and we stand
on the threshold of 1939, The movement for free-
dom gathers pace and the whole of India looks with
sympathy and understanding on this great struggle
in the States. At this vital moment you have sum-
moned me to this Conference and I have gladly come
at your bidding. I come to you not only because I
am intensely interested in the freedom of the people
of the States, but as the bearer of the goodwill of
the rest of India and as a pledge of our solidarity.

Many people have in past years criticised the
attitude of the National Congress towards the States